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than the building itself, but holding in its golden and opal
Beats Signer Mardoni and all his orchestra.

Then came a concert rare in itself, and ravishing in the
rosy twilight; and in about half an hour, when the rosy
twilight had subsided into a violet eve, and when the white
moon that had only gleamed began to glitter, the colossal
shell again moved on, and Lothair and his companions em-
barking once more in their gondolas, followed it in proces-
sion about the lake. He carried in his own barque the
Duchess, Theodora, and the Lord Lieutenant, and was
rowed by a crew in Venetian dresses. As he handed Theo-
dora to her seat the impulse was irresistible: he pressed
her hand to his lips.

Suddenly a rocket rose with a hissing rush from the
pavilion. It was instantly responded to from every quarter
of the lake. Then the island seemed on fire, and the scene
of their late festivity became a brilliant palace, with pedi-
ments and columns and statues, bright in the blaze oi
coloured name. For half an hour the sky seemed covered
with blue lights and the bursting forms of many-coloured
stars ; golden fountains, like the eruption of a marine vol-
cano, rose from different parts of the water; the statued
palace on the island changed and became a forest glowing
with green light; and finally a temple of cerulean tint, on
which appeared in huge letters of prismatic colour the
name of Lothair.

The people cheered, but oven the voice of the people was
overcome by troops of rockets rising from every quarter of
the lake, and by the thunder of artillery. When the noise
and the smoke had both subsided, the name of Lothair still
legible on the temple but the letters quite white, it was
perceived that on every height for fifty miles roTind they
had fired & beacon-